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An Attitude of Gratitude
As I sat with the ladies of the Widows and Widowers group today, I was reminded of all the things I
am profoundly grateful for. In telling my testimony, I felt as David did, encouraging myself in the Lord! In
1980, God saved me through a simple prayer, “Lord, I want to know you personally like Marite talks about.’
and woke up changed and knowing God. In 1986, God saved me from death from a ruptured colon, peritonitis
and double colostomy. And He totally healed me. In 1989, He allowed me to write my two ‘books’ (really
studies), “Behold the Bridegroom Cometh!” and “No More the Canaanite in the House of the Lord”. I remembered the time I was arrested for abortion protesting in 1991 with Operation Rescue and witnessed a mighty
international move of God as he called believers from across the world to come a protest a third trimester abortion clinic. I remembered being in jail with Jesus and witnessing miracles and receiving the ‘burden of the
Lord’ for inmates there. In 1996, He sent me back into prison with John Sala and I specifically remember my
first prison service at Sumter Prison. The Youth Camp came in in white uniforms looking like cadets. Attendance was 300, of which 75 came forward for salvation. My mission was sealed.
I was refused to join a jail ministry in Bradenton because ‘they didn’t know if I would be faithful!’ God
was only closing a door! Shortly thereafter, I married John Sala and began a sincere huge jail and prison ministry. Once we outgrew our condo for the ministry, we were traveling to Sebring for a service when we saw a
newspaper in Wauchula in the real estate section. A photo of an old adobe looking house with a big mission
bell on near the front door and the caption: You must see this house. As though the Lord was speaking, I said
we must see this house. We got there at dark and with a flashlight saw the house and made an offer for the
home I live in now. Sadly, the owner had taken the bell with him!
For our current building, we were on Ridgewood near the old Nancessowee Hotel when suddenly we
were evicted! Driving around town, praying, looking for vacant buildings, I stumbled upon our current address. I had never been on this street before. With no pen to take the phone number off the for sale sign, I got
out of the car to talk to the owner. He opened the door with “I’ve been waiting for you!” Wow, did I feel the
Lord! Randy needing counseling as his wife had just left him so we talked and signed a contract 2 hours later.
Financing fell into place and we were closing. Then suddenly Satan through in a monkey wrench. Randy had
planned to kidnap his own daughter when his wife came to the closing. Suddenly, after he signed the paper he
disappeared, and another man came in with ‘papers’ to serve the wife. So upset, she accused us all of being in
on this plot. Of course the broker was served papers too, so she soon realized we were not and the sale went
through. She put the money in escrow so he could not get to it. She went home to find he had absconded with
the little child! The child was later recovered with her dad unharmed.
We now had one week to repair, rewire, paint, and move. It was all accomplished with an army of volunteers! Even Pastor Peer came and painted for us. We did it! We even had a day to clean our evicted office.
So here we are, so very grateful for the privilege of serving in this ministry. We help those men and women
who are incarcerated and will be coming out, to come home a different person, an authentically loving person.
A godly person. A person with a trained conscience. A good neighbor for you and me. A good worker for
some employer. A godly church member in someone’s church, a kind and good husband and father. A loving
son or daughter for some parents. A soul that is saved! And you have stood with us through storms, postal
hikes, emergencies, deaths, times of lack and times of plenty. For this we are all very grateful. I am praying
that as you look over your life and see the hand of God, that gratitude will become the focal point of your
Thanksgiving Celebration!
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We wrote to Paul about finding a local church and talking to the pastor and telling him his story
and his request for help and accountability. We also suggested Christian recovery
meetings and even a Christian Recovery program like
Teen Challenge. Going home without a support system
is very difficult and often leads to reoffending. Here is
where the body of Christ can effectively help a young
man to maintain his walk with Christ. Please pray for
Paul and his mother.

Going home!

Greetings! I trust this finds everyone at Little Lambs doing
well and recovering okay from Irma’s unwelcome visit! All
of us here, and especially at the Messianic Jewish Group,
have been keeping all of the hurricane victims, whether in
Texas, Florida or out in the Caribbean in our thoughts and
payers and continue to do so.
Thank you all for your thoughts and prayers for those
of us on the wrong side of walls, fences and razor wire!
Shalom Aleichem, Peace unto you.
Your Brother in Christ. PS my family in Sebring are doing
well, just waiting on a new roof for the trailer!

From a Lamb in Mexico City
Atanacio Valenquela called us from Mexico City
saying that he had been a Little Lamb in a Wisconsin prison. He called to thank us for the lessons and loving care for him. Atanacio is now
working in a church in Mexico. The beautiful
thing is when we looked him up, he had started
the lessons in 2006 and graduated in 2008 and
still considers himself a Little Lamb. I expect to
see this many times over in heaven!
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Dear Little Lambs, I received my graduation bible this week. I am already putting it to good use.
As much as I appreciate it, it’s not me who deserves such a wonderful gift. It’s all the people who
made it possible for me to complete your correspondence course, the people who provide financial support for paper, printing, stamps and all the other expenses I couldn’t even imagine. I am
grateful for your ministry and for your faithfulness. I am also grateful for the Daggs who introduced me to your course and whose letters and encouragement is dearly missed. Carmen was the
sweetest lady I ever knew and never met.
While I’m writing I’d like to share some prayer needs. Mostly it boils down to three things: financial support
from my last year here and for my release in December, 2018. Reconciliation with my daughter and a deeper
relationship with my son. And most importantly a deeper relationship with God.
I see so many people on fire for God, then leave prison and the fire. My greatest “fear” is my new life looking
anything like my old life. My new man trying to live like the old man. I know that as long as I stay close to Christ
that can never happen. So my prayer is that I’ll be so close that “cold” makes some peoples hot look like ice.
While at the same time staying humble, relying on God for all things and being surrounded by people on fire like
that so they can recognize my cold and call me on it. Does that make sense? I hope.
My daughter is 18 now. She won’t talk to me because I was never in her life and she’s angry. I believe God is
working in her heart. I know he will restore the years the locust ate. Meanwhile I pray until the work is done. My
son is Trent. He is 11 and going through very troubling times. He is in the custody of the Department of Social
Services. His mom gave him up this summer. The details are obscure. She disappeared out of my life when I
came to prison in December of 2008. In 2014, my son started writing after 6 years of prayer. We talked for a
year and had one visit. His mom and I were even talking and getting along great. Then she got married and disappeared with Trent again. Her new husband wasn’t getting along with the kids and told her to choose between
Trent and him. She chose wrong. The good news is God proved faithful and now I have a visitation order and I
see Trent at least once a month. We barely know each other and he is steeped in the world. Pray for his love for
God to grow and for our relationship to grow. And financially is tricky. No money in prison is better than on the
streets. It all takes money I don’t have and can’t make. And to make that worse now that I’m in my last year, I’ll
be starting all the classes they make us take to get out. That means the little bit of money I could have made I
won’t be able to any longer. Again thank you for your time, your prayers and again God’s ministry! Praise God.
PS, I pray you have all been missed by the storms. We would love to pray for anything you may need during this
time of tragedy. D.

Dear John & Eileen Sala, My name is Mark. I am writing to you to give my testimony of how I returned
to Christ. I grew up in a Christian family. We went to church every Sunday. I learned the Lord’s prayer
and went to Sunday School. At the age of 5, I gave my life to Jesus and I continued to grow in the
church until I was exposed to witchcraft for the first time. I went to a 24 hour Earth Day Celebration in
Schenectady, N.Y. So I joined the local coven and I rose up the ranks quickly after 5 years of practice, I reached my
Third Degree High Priest. I continued practicing for 9 years. During this time I started to feel that I was not meant
to be a male. I fought with this feeling my whole life. I say “fought” because I know God does not make mistakes but
I felt he did with me. What I was dealing with was transgender feelings. In 2006, I gave in and grew my hair long,
started dressing as a female, going by Kimberly Lynn. I was living as a woman full-time. During this time I was also
living a life of crime, mostly petty theft but I was heavy drinking. I ended up in prison for a rape I did not commit. I
accepted a 3 year deal because I felt I was being punished for everything I did not get caught for (stealing, drugs &
others). During the last 14 years I experimented with homosexual acts, drugs and other self destructive behaviors.
In December, 2014, while living in a state mental hospital under Jessica’s law (a law that keeps sex offenders
locked up), I was caught with child porn. On my way back to jail from court, I spoke with God and on June 12,
2017, I rededicated my life to God but I am still on the path to becoming female. I started the hormone therapy in
August. This is who I am. Mark. We wrote Mark a long letter telling him our biblical position that God does
not make mistakes, as well as literature on transgender suicide rates and medical designation of transgenderism as a mental disorder (Johns Hopkins Psychiatrist: Transgender is “Mental Disorder:’ Sex Change
‘Biologically Impossible’ (cnsnews.com June 2, 2015)
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Regarding Gratitude
I am also very very grateful for the army of volunteers that God has surrounded me with. It is a great
pleasure to come to work with these people every day.
And He has sent us an army of seasoned veterans in the
SIM community. I believe we now have 13 retired missionaries working and grading our lessons along with our
office staff and other volunteers.
SIM: June Neilson, Mary Campbell, Martha & Alberta
Simm, Cathy Rendal, Bev Fawley, Sharon Samson, Barbara Heishman, Ed Davidson, Camille Jamison, Moni
Motis, JoAnn Franz, Eleanor Iwan, Marg Delong
Spanish: Santos & Maria Galarza, Sandra & Sasha Vilian, Ed Davidson, Cathy Rendal
Graders: Roe McAdams, Majorie Lee, Brenda King
Office & Graders: Jan Ryan, Ruth Esposito, Calvin &
Eloise Miller, Diane Lowry, Bill & Bonnie Clemmens,
Mike & Patsy Young, Charles Coriell
Women’s Ministry: Mary Tinberg, Ruth Hoffman
Prison Ministry: Phil Esposito, Willie Hubbell, Pastor Joe
Valentin, Eileen Sala
Board of Directors: Jan Ryan, Charles Coriell, Hap Stephenson, Charlotte Heston, Eileen Sala
And lastly but extremely importantly, I am so grateful for
you, our Partners. I pray that as the economy rebounds,
that God will bless you so much for the sacrifices you
have made on our behalf. It is an old saying in recovery,
you need an attitude of gratitude! This changes your
lemons to lemonade and complaints to praise!

Schedule November 2017
Mon...Bible Study, Phil Esposito
@Avon Park Prison
Mon...Overcomers, Old Unit APCI
Tues ..Overcomers, Willie @ Avon Park Prison
Tues... Marriage, Family & Parenting,
Eileen @ Avon Park Prison
Tues…Purpose Driven Life Study @ Avon Park
Prison with Pastor Joe Valentin, (Spanish)
Wed….... Overcomers, Jeff S.
6 pm @ Bible Fellowship Church
Thurs... Codependent Recovery Women, 6:30 pm
Mary Tinberg @ Little Lambs
Thurs…Marriage, Family & Parenting
Eileen @ Work Camp Avon Park Prison

Dear Partners,
I was away in Portland to see
my newest grandchild and babysit
a little. This is quite a duo. Big
brother loves his little brother. I
returned to colder temperatures here
Julius & Alex Jr.
than there! After a wonderful week
there, this cool breathe of fall in Sebring was a pleasure..
We are currently going through negotiations for the new
roof on our ministry building. As you all well know, prices
have risen sharply since the storm and fewer roofers are
available to do the work. Pray that we do well as our storm
deductible is $5,000 alone.
Another area I will ask you to pray for is our times at
the prison in Avon Park. Having recently changed assistant wardens, things are not really going well as the men
are always late for class, sometimes extremely late for
class. Sometimes we have to cancel class. This has become the rule rather than the exception. What normally
takes us 5 months to graduate, we are on our 8th month
and only halfway through! This is a huge disappointment
for the men and for our volunteers.
I would ask that you prayfully remember Little Lambs
during the Christmas season. Your support has brought
comfort, freedom and eternal life to so many.
I want to ask the Lord that we all be filled with courage
to stand in the evil day, and above all else stand. Challenges will come our way in the years to come and we will
need to defend the gospel, even if it is not politically correct. And that He grant us all boldness to proclaim the
truth. The world has lost truth! Everything is relative.
Only the Word is truth. And His name is Jesus Christ.
Thanking God for a grateful spirit,
Eileen Sala

...Anger Management Class 12 hours to be announced
CALL FOR REGISTRATION 863-273-7388
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